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MEBICA, DUR BOPE 1S IB YOU

Une and a holf yeurs ago ! knew ohly one Smerice--an Americs
thst geve me an equal chapce in the strusvle for iife, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness, If I were scked then—-"whst dces Americs

Besn (o youlT--! would angwer without any hesitation snd with all

incerity——"imerica weans fresdom, equaiity, ssowrlty, and Jurtice,

The other night while I was preparisg for this speech, I asked
mysell thie seme question--"%hat does Americs mewn to you'* I hesi-
tated-—1 wae not sure of my engwer., | eondered if jmerics 2411l mesns
and wlll mesn freedom, eguslity, security, and justics whet sone of
its eliizens were suiregated, dlseriminates ageinet, spd trested so
unfalrly. 1 Bnew I wes rot the obly Ameriesn seeking an svswer,

Then 1 remewbered thet old seying--All the answers Yo the future
will be foumd in the past for &1l men, o upmindful «f the searih-
dights refiecting in »y windows, I sat down snd tried to reesll all
the thlngs that were tewght te we in py Wistory, scciciony, and ireri-
can 1ife classes., This 1z what I remenbered:

smerica wae born ln Fhiladelphis on July 4, 1776, snd for 167
Fearg 11 has Leen held as the hope, the only hope, for the common
men, JAmeries bas juersnieed to each end all, native wrd forsign, the
right to bulld &« heme, to earn a livelihood, to worship, thisk, ‘
speak, sad act as he pleased--ss o free pan equal to every other man,

: % be ‘ eoEe o Hoory L op-
pressed pgople hes over gone unanswered by her. JAmerigs froze, shoe-
lezs, in the swow st Valley Forge, and batitled for her 1ife at Getty g~
burg. bShe gave the world iie grestest grabols of demoerady: George
Haghington, whe freed her from tyr iy Thomas Jeffeérson, vho defined
her democratic course; and Lbrahem Lincoln, whe saved ber ané resewed
ker faith. :

fometives imerics failed and suffered. Sometives she made pig-
takes, grest mistekes, bui she slways sdeitied ther and tried o
reetify sll the injustice that flowed from them. I snotdoed thset the
zajor trend in dmeriesn histery haz heen towards eguslity sud falr
piay for sll., dmerdcs hounded and harsssed the Ivdisng, then re-
zembering that these were the First “mericspe, she geve thes beok thely
eitisenghlp. She enslauved the Wegroes, thes sgain rewsmbering fmeri-
canien, #he wrote cut the Imaneipation Prociemation. She pergecuted
the Uerpan—swerivens durimg the Tivrst Yorld #ar, then recalling that
imerica wee born of those who came from every ration seeking liberty
and justles, she repemted. Her histery is £ul] of errersz but with
eoeh wistake phe bas lesrned and has marched foresrd opward towsed




ay fubure, pur future,

& goal of seeurity and pesce and & sceiety of free mep where the
understarding that o1 men are crested equal, s wnderstanding thei
all wen whatever their Tage, coler, or religlen be given sn equal
spperbarily % serve themselves and esch other ‘woeording to their
needs avd ebilities,

i wvez onve sgein &%m desk, True, { was Just as zueh en-
Bitiersd as mny olher evacies, but I hed found in the past the
snoner to wy question. I hed slps found sy Taith in iperice—

feith ir the “sorics thet is stlll alive in the bearts, minds,

and cunscientes of trve Jpuriesns todey~~Taith ir the fmerican
sportapanshipy and ettitude of falr play that will judge oitizen-
shly snd patriotiss on e besls of actions amd schievements and
not on the basis of physieal charscteristics.

_ Gap we the gradusbing olase of jmsche Fenier High School,
#1411 belisve thet lwerlca seans freedom, eguality, seourity,
and juptloet Ve 1 be tais? Do sy clessvates believe thisy
Tew, with all owr hesrt sause in that faith, in that hope, is

and the world's futuve, N




